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APPENDIX B | CROSS-CUTTING 
SUB-STRATEGIES  

Some sub-strategies cut across all three Strategic Initiatives. These cross-

cutting sub-strategies include essential components that support actions 

advancing multiple Strategic Initiatives. Actions that support one or more 

of these sub-strategies may provide opportunities to coordinate in a more 

efficient and synergistic way across multiple Strategic Initiatives. The sub-

strategies described below apply equally to each of the Strategic Initiatives.  

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS   

An important component in addressing recovery is to consider and address 

the impacts of climate change in all implementing actions proposed for the 

Action Agenda. Sea level rise, increased frequency, and severity of 

flooding, erosion, and temperature changes—all will increase risks to 

vulnerable communities, infrastructure, and ecosystems. 

RIPARIAN CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT   

Protection and restoration of riparian corridors is an important cross-

cutting strategy that protects freshwater streams from increased water 

temperatures, protects water quality, and retains or enhances habitat.  

Strategy 2. Protect and restore upland, freshwater, and riparian 

ecosystems. This strategy addresses restoration in general but does not 

have a more specific sub-strategy that addresses riparian corridor 

management.  

REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT   

The Ecosystem Coordination Board proposed that increasing regulatory 

compliance is also a cross-cutting sub-strategy that supports each of the 

three Strategic Initiatives.  

Sub-strategy 9.6. Increase compliance with and enforcement of 

environmental laws, regulations, and permits. This sub-strategy 

promotes compliance of environmental laws across each of the three topics.  

SCIENCE   

Sound science provides the continued basis for decisions of partners and 

policy-makers on how best to protect and restore Puget Sound. Although 

the Puget Sound Partnership is charged with assessing the region’s overall 

progress toward recovery targets and describing the status of recovery 

efforts, science and monitoring are shared efforts and resources.  

Sub-strategy 25.1. Oversee strategic planning for Puget Sound 

recovery science. This sub-strategy supports extended efforts to build on 

scientific knowledge, coordinate the need to fill scientific gaps, and provide 

policy-relevant information for decision-makers. It supports the 

Partnership’s role, guided by the Science Panel, in strategic planning and 

prioritization, including identifying key ecosystem components, drivers, 

and pressures on the ecosystem; assessing linkages and risks and assisting 

in setting of targets for reducing risks and pressures (technical steps 

identified in the Open Standards); building scientific knowledge and 

policy-relevant information for decision-makers; and maintaining and 

expanding a network of scientific expertise for informing decision-makers.  
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MONITORING   

The Action Agenda includes strategies and sub-strategies that coordinate 

and integrate science assessments and monitoring to help determine the 

status and trends of the health of Puget Sound. There may be opportunities 

to coordinate implementation across the three Strategic Initiatives.  

Sub-strategy 25.2. Implement a coordinated, integrated Ecosystem 

Monitoring Program. This sub-strategy speaks to an integrated 

monitoring approach that would support monitoring actions that cut 

across the three Strategic Initiatives. The monitoring program could be 

considered by the Science Panel for inclusion in the Puget Sound Integrated 

Monitoring Program. The sub-strategy supports the Partnership’s role in 

implementing the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program, which 

coordinates and integrates existing and future monitoring efforts to 

determine the status and trends of key components and indicators of Puget 

Sound health. It also supports monitoring data used to inform decision-

makers about whether recovery actions have been effective and helps 

identify where improvements (adaptations) might be needed at both local 

and regional scales.  

BEHAVIOR CHANGE  

Behavior change is considered important to many of the sub-strategies as a 

means to incentivize human actions that are beneficial to recovery or to 

deter human actions that are harmful or further degrade Puget Sound. Sub-

strategies that include communication and behavior change strategies 

would support programs and actions that cut across the three Strategic 

Initiatives.  

Sub-strategy 26.2. Collaboratively develop and promote science-based 

targeted communications and behavior change strategies across the 

region. This sub-strategy focuses on coordinated and effective social 

marketing, incentive programs, and education and outreach efforts based 

in social science that can lead to public awareness and behavior changes, 

and that can be used throughout the Puget Sound region.  

Sub-strategy 26.3. Enable and encourage residents to take informed 

stewardship actions addressing infiltration, pollution reduction, habitat 

improvement, forest cover, soil development, critical areas, reductions 

in shoreline armoring, and specific actions.  

AWARENESS AND EDUCATION  

Awareness and education, along with behavior change, cut across all three 

Strategic Initiatives. This includes increasing awareness and understanding 

of Puget Sound’s health, status, and threats, as well as engaging the public 

in educational and technical training efforts. These cross-cutting sub-

strategies address many of these communication components.  

Sub-strategy 27.1. Implement a long-term, highly visible, coordinated 

public-awareness effort using the Puget Sound Starts Here brand to 

increase public understanding of Puget Sound’s health, status, and 

threats. This sub-strategy conducts regionally scaled communications to 

provide a foundation for local communications. It also supports locally 

scaled communications to engage residents in local issues and recovery 

efforts  

Sub-strategy 27. Incorporate and expand Puget Sound-related content 

in diverse delivery settings (e.g., recreation, education institutions, 

local government, neighborhood and community groups, nonprofit 

organizations, businesses). This sub-strategy connects residents with 

public engagement and volunteer programs  

Sub-strategy 27.3. Incorporate Puget Sound place-based content into 

K-12 curricula throughout the Puget Sound region. This sub-strategy 

connects schools with technical assistance, inquiry-based learning 

opportunities, and community resources. It implements student service 
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projects connected to ecosystem recovery and links schools to 

organizations with structured volunteer opportunities  

Sub-strategy 28.4. Provide public information conduits connecting 

individuals to local activities, resources, and decision-making processes. 

This sub-strategy includes cost-share programs, technical assistance, and 

volunteer experiences.  
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